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Curriculum Intent

The School’s Vision

Menorah High School for Girls aims to prepare Jewish girls to meet the challenges of life in the 21st century,
whilst remaining true to their religious convictions and ever proud of their unique heritage.

This is achieved by providing the highest level of Jewish and Secular Education in an environment encouraging
a “joie de vivre” and a love of learning.

Our belief is that every child should be helped to achieve the best that she can.
What the curriculum is designed to do

Our curriculum is broad, balanced and offers pupils opportunities to grow as individuals as well as learners.
We value the spiritual and moral development of each pupil as well as their intellectual and physical growth.

Through a combination of teaching and learning techniques and our extra-curricular activities, we aim to
ensure that pupils enjoy learning, acquire knowledge and skills and build their morality, resilience and self-
esteem. They are thus prepared for modern life after school in a way which is faithful to Jewish values

We recognise that pupils should be challenged in their schooling, taking into account their particular
vulnerabilities, challenges and talents. Learning from failures and celebrating successes, pupils are imbued
with a sense of their potential and discover opportunities to develop their own interests.

How Menorah delivers the curriculum throughout the school

We deliver the curriculum through a variety of methods that are both classroom-based and extra-curricular.
Below, we have outlined how we make this happen. We promote equal opportunities to all of our pupils in
line with the Equality Act 2010 throughout our practices.

Classroom-based learning: Our staff recognise the different ways in which pupils learn and they plan lessons
to account for these differences. Teachers use a wide variety of different learning resources/ techniques to
teach content, thereby keeping pupils engaged with their studies and also accommodating pupils who learn
differently to their peers. Knowledge is taught and repeated periodically over time, so that it is retained in
the long term. Within the classroom, pupils develop their interpersonal skills, creativity and independence.

We encourage teachers to make cross-curricular links where possible within their lesson plans, so that pupils
can draw upon knowledge from different subjects and understand how each topic plays a part in everyday
life.
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We continue to offer a diverse choice of subjects in KS4 and KS5, including vocational courses. At KS4, pupils
of all abilities are able to study a Modern Foreign Language and a Humanity enabling them to complete the
English Baccalaureate, as well as the option of at least one creative subject. In both KS4 and KS5, pupils can
choose a combination of vocational courses and academic subjects (e.g. Health and Social Care as well as
continuing with Computer Science). To enable this comprehensive curriculum, the school starts some KS4
material in Year 9 and pupils take one GCSE in Year 10 (Art, Textiles, Computer Science or Food). Some pupils
also take Modern Hebrew in Year 10, giving them the opportunity to study an additional subject in Year 11
(Biblical Hebrew GCSE, Yiddish, or Ulpan (further study in Modern Hebrew).

The school carries out one-to-one teaching sessions for pupils who require additional support. We also carry
out interventions for small groups of pupils with LSAs, ensuring any questions that pupils may have get
answered in a way they understand. It is important to note that these interventions supplement the work of
the teacher and do not replace it.

A full list of the subjects available to our pupils in each year can be found in our curriculum map.
Kodesh Curriculum:

The Kodesh curriculum substantially complements the secular curriculum, greatly enhancing both the
academic and social development of the pupils. In particular:

1. Teachers integrate much complex debate and apply critical thinking when analysing classical Biblical
commentary. These acquired skills can also be applied to the secular curriculum, as well as in further
academic study.

2. In Halacha (practical Jewish law), general principles are identified in the context of a particular law and
these are then traced to other, unrelated laws. This discipline of travelling conceptually beyond the
specific to the general and then applying the principle to a new set of circumstances, sharpens the logical
mind and provides a general methodology for all areas of academic study.

3. There is a great similarity between classical Hebrew and modern Hebrew, hence the study of classical
texts (Chumash and Novi) improves pupil’s skills in Modern Hebrew.

4. A major component of the Kodesh curriculum is its ethical and moral lessons which our pupils take on,
and aspire to live constructive lives to the benefit of themselves, those close to them and society at
large.

Extra-curricular activities:

Menorah High pupils not only value and pursue academic achievement, but also understand the importance
of participation in other fields. They aspire to a balance of life, between work, relationships, cultural pursuits
and physical activity.

Our programme of extra-curricular activities broadens and enhances pupils’ interest in subjects that are not
on the timetabled school curriculum. They are designed to form personal connections between pupils and
their peers, create opportunities for pupils to develop their own interests and teach skills essential for life
after school, in particular actively encouraging leadership.

(See the extra-curricular programme for a list of the extra-curricular activities).

Assessment/ Target setting

We have a compassionate approach to target setting. Target grades are set per subject, however these target
grades are not published to pupils nor parents as we believe they can have a detrimental effect, lowering
expectations for some pupils and exerting unnecessary pressure on others. The target grades are also not
available to teachers since we believe that they can lead to a “glass ceiling” on achievement.



Instead, three times a year, after report writing, we calculate pupils’ progress per subject and track their
progression according to their own achievement. Heads of Section identify those who are making negative
progress as well as those whose progress has fallen from the previous reporting period. Underachieving
students are mentored when necessary to assist progression. Teachers utilise this data to develop their
future planning.

How the school involves parents, pupils and the local community in curriculum planning and delivery

Our school values the input of its pupils, parents and the local community with regards to the planning and
delivery of the curriculum in its widest sense. We receive input from parents and pupils regarding the balance
and content of the curriculum which is reflected in changes when required.

We engage with the wider community by ensuring there are opportunities for pupils to participate in
community projects/activities, e.g. preparing food packages for those in need. Projects are embedded within
the curriculum, e.g. creating art out of litter and investigating the effects litter has on the environment. This
shows pupils the value of protecting and being involved in their community and establishes a link between
the theories they learn in the classroom and practical examples in real life.

How the curriculum benefits pupils’ learning and personal development
In summary, our curriculum has been designed for a range of learners, providing equal opportunities for all.
Pupils benefit in the following ways:

Learning how to lead safe, healthy and fulfilling lives

Understanding that failure is part of the road to success

Being rewarded for academic successes

Being supported with their next stages in education or training and feeling prepared for life after school
Becoming responsible individuals who contribute to community living and the environment

Achieving to the best of their ability

Acquiring a wealth of knowledge and experience

Becoming critical thinkers

Finding a sense of belonging to the school and its community

Learning how to cooperate with their peers and respect one another inside and outside the classroom.
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